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In recent years, the significance of accurate reporting against environmental performance has become increasingly important. Greenwashing is rapidly becoming a global issue. With businesses making false or vague claims about the environmental credentials of their products and services. We have seen evidence that 40% of firms ‘green claims’ could be misleading. The ‘EU Green Claims Directive’, having had its final vote in March 2024, will put unavoidable demand on UK businesses that trade overseas to release truthful information within environmental claims. This includes waste disposal data, something which is difficult to achieve within an industry that delivers little consistency. To mirror this, the UK’s ‘Green Claims Code’ published by the Competition and Markets Authority will see large businesses face fines of up to 10% of their global turnover, whilst individuals face fines of up for £300,000; such penalties could have a catastrophic impact on our economy.

With the digital waste tracking mandate coming into effect in April 2026, increasing the number of waste management companies holding UKAS accredited certification to PAS 402, will further help to identify waste criminals and reduce their ability to undercut legitimate business. This catalogue of upcoming legislation shows the direction of travel is clear, and whilst private businesses must take accountability for the accuracy of the data they release, mandating PAS 402 through government contracts will set a precedent for other sectors to follow. The specification will provide assurance for a best practice approach towards waste management, and a notable improvement in environmental reporting; this aligns with the UK government’s wider plans to introduce smarter regulations to grow the economy through improved guidance.

Thank you for taking your time to consider this important matter. We feel confident that with the support and leadership of Parliament, mandating PAS 402 can make another substantial difference in how the UK approaches environmental responsibility, tackles waste crime and attains sustainable economic growth.

We look forward to your response and would welcome any opportunity to discuss the matter with you or your Department directly.

Yours sincerely,


Paul Jennings, Director
The Green Compass Scheme Limited
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